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IIII ssss     YYYYoooo uuuu rrrr HHHH oooo mmmm eeee     FFFF iiii rrrreeee wwww iiii ssss eeee ????
Part 2 in a Series

In the Summer 2005 issue of Alabama’s TREASURED Forests, an article by AFC Wildland Urban Interface Specialist Gerald
Steeley explained the increased fire risks associated with living in the “wildland-urban interface.” Also, a “Wildfire Risk
Assessment” was provided for homeowners. In this second installment on the topic, details are given to help landowners iden-
tify and address potential dangers in the construction of and landscape around the home (see pages 22 and 23).

For each of the factors listed below that may be contributing to the wildfire hazard around your home, actions are recommended
that will reduce that hazard.

WWWW ii llii ll dddd ffff ii rrii rr ee  HHee  HH aa zzaa zz aa rraa rr dddd RRRR eeee dddd uuuu cccc tttt iiii oooo nn  nn  AAAA cccc tttt iiii oooo nn ssnn ss
If house has wood shingles or deck:

• replace wood shingles with Class A shingles (asphalt, fiberglass), tiles or metal.
• install nonflammable skirting (metal screen, stucco or masonry) around wood deck if not already present.
• install a sprinkler system to cover roof and/or deck.
• convert deck to screened porch with metal screen.

If house has wood siding:
• clear flammable vegetation and mulch from a 3-5 foot zone around structure.
• create defensible space that extends at least 30 to 100 feet from home.

If house has open foundation and crawl spaces:
• clear debris and other flammable materials from under house.
• install nonflammable skirting (metal screen, stucco or masonry) around house.
• clear flammable vegetation and mulch from a 3-5 foot zone immediately around house.

If shrubs dominate adjacent wildlands:
• use prescribed burning, hand-held tools or herbicide applications to remove most natural-growing shrubs up to a distance of at least 

60 feet from the house; islands of plants can be left in accordance with defensible space guidelines; shrub treatments may have to be
repeated periodically.

• if on a hill, remove most shrubs within 100 feet of the house on the downhill side.
• in the area between 60 and 150 feet from the house, the density and continuity of shrubs and trees should also be reduced.

If significant woody debris (downed trees and branches) is present in adjacent wildlands, and defensible space is less than 60 feet:
• use prescribed burning or chipping equipment to reduce the amount of large woody debris in wildlands.
• pile and burn following local outdoor burning ordinances.

If grasses dominate adjacent wildlands, and defensible space is less than 30 feet:
• mow regularly to keep grass short in your defensible space.
• use goats, sheep, or cattle to keep grass short in adjacent wildlands.
• install sprinkler system in area from 0 to 30 feet from house.

In all situations, maintenance is a must:
• remove pine needles and other flammables that collect on roof, deck, and around foundation.
• prune shrubs and trees periodically to remove dead materials.

(from the Wildfire Risk Assessment Guide for Homeowners, Univ. of Florida School of Forest Resources and Conservation)
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